R U T H   A.  G Y U R E

Assistant Professor, Coordinator of Medical Technology Program

Department of Biological and Environmental Sciences

Western Connecticut State University, Danbury, CT  06810

PHONE: 203-837-8796; FAX: 203-837-8769

EMAIL: gyurer@wcsu.edu WEBSITE: www.people.wisc.edu/gyurer

EDUCATION

· Ph.D. 1986 Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN; Microbiology/Microbial Ecology (Department of Biological Sciences).

· B.S. 1973 Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN; Bionucleonics/Environmental Health (School of Pharmacy) Phi Beta Kappa, Full Academic Scholarship.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

· Fall 2000 - Present: Assistant Professor, Department of Biological and Environmental Sciences, Western CT State University,  Danbury, CT.

· Fall 1998 - Spring 2000: Guest Professor, Biology Department, Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, NY.

· 1993 - 1995: Assistant Professor, Edgewood College, Madison, WI.

· 1988-1993: Adjunct Professor, Edgewood College, Madison, WI.

· 1987-1988: Research Specialist, Department of Bacteriology, University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI. Molecular genetics (puf operon) of Rhodobacter sphaeroides, laboratory of Dr. T.J. Donohue.

· 1981-1982: Laboratory Technician, Biology Department, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN. In vitro chromatin assembly in eukaryotic systems, laboratory of Dr. A. Stein. 

· 1980-1981: Peace Corps, Freshwater Fisheries Consultant, Central African Republic.

PUBLICATIONS, ABSTRACTS

· 2006. “Phytoremediation of Hg-contaminated soils with genetically-modified cottonwood Trees,” Dunagan S.C., Gilmore M.S., Gyure, R.A. and J.C. Varekamp; 7th International Symposium on Environmental Geochemistry, Sept. 2006, (Beijing, China). 

· 2006. "Using clickers in the classroom to strengthen ‘Just-In-Time’ teaching," Ruth A. Gyure; American Society for Microbiology (ASM) Conference for Undergraduate Educators, May 2006, (Orlando, FL).

· 2005. “Metabolic profiles, genetic characterization, and enhancement of mercury volatilization of cultivable isolates from mercury-contaminated soil,”  Ratajczak, W. (student) and R. A. Gyure; ASM CT Valley Branch Meeting, Nov. 2005 (Hartford, CT) and Northeast Microbiology: Physiology, Ecology, Genetics (NEMPET) annual meeting, June 2006 (Blue Mt. Lake, NY). 

· 2003. “Substrate utilization patterns across a gradient of mercury concentration at a phytoremediation pilot project in Danbury, CT,” Ratajczak, W. (student) and R. A. Gyure. 103rd Annual Meeting of ASM, May 2003 (Washington, D.C.).

· 2002. “Bringing case studies to life in the undergraduate microbiology laboratory,” Ovitore, L. and R.A. Gyure. 9th ASM Undergraduate Microbiology Education Conference (ASMCUE),  May 2002 (Salt Lake City, UT). 

· 2002. “Mercury-resistance and antibiotic resistance in bacteria isolated from a phytoremediation test site,” Fairchild, S. (student) and R. A. Gyure. West Point Academy Annual Regional Microbiology Conference, May 2002. (West Point, NY).

· 1987. “Algal and bacterial activities in acidic (pH3) strip-mine lakes,” Gyure, R., Konopka, A., and W. Doemel. Applied and Environmental Microbiology 53 (9), 2069-2076.

· 1986. “Microbial ecology of acid strip-mine lakes in southern Indiana,” Ruth A. Gyure, Ph.D. Thesis, Purdue University.

· 1985. “Microbial sulfate reduction in extremely acid lakes,” Konopka, A., Gyure, R., Doemel, W., and A. Brooks. Technical Report 173, Water Resources Center, Purdue University, October 1985.

· 1985. “Sulfur reduction in sediments of marine and evaporite environments,” Klug, M., Boston, P., Francois, R., Gyure, R., Javor, B., Tribble, G., and Varavmurthy, A. N.A.S.A. Technical Memorandum 87570, July 1985 (Washington, D.C.).

AWARDS AND PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT

· Scholar-In-Residence, 2006-2007, American Society for Microbiology, Program for research and advancement in the scholarship of teaching and learning.  

· Undergraduate Teaching Travel Award, to attend and present at 9th ASM Undergraduate Education Conference (ASMCUE), May 2002 (Salt Lake City, UT).

· Selected participant, Bioinformatics conference. 

· Selected participant: “Advanced Course in Molecular Microbial Ecology,” Alpine Center, Piora, Switzerland, July 12-19, 2003. 

· Selected participant: “Microbes and the Global Sulfur Cycle,” NASA-sponsored research program, June-July 1984 (San Jose, CA).

FUNDING

· Recipient, Assessment of Learning for Educational Improvement Grant, Connecticut State University System, $1000.00, 2006-2007 academic year. 

· Recipient, American Association of University Professors/Connecticut State University Research Awards: 25,992.00 between 2001-2006.

· City Of Danbury, Environmental Protection Agency Joint award for study of microbial ecology at a mercury phytormediation test site: $23,500.00 October 2002; Subcontract award $5000.00, October 2005.

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

· WestConn Institute for Science Teacher Research, Faculty Research Mentor. July 2006- June 2007. 

· Editorial Review Board, Focus on Microbiology Education, American Society for Microbiology, 2005-2007.

· Assistant Branch Councilor, Connecticut Valley Branch, American Society for Microbiology, 2006-2007.

· Professional Affiliations: American Society for Microbiology, Northeast Microbiologists: Physiology, Ecology, Taxonomy (NEMPET), National Association of Biology Teachers, National Science Teachers Association, Sigma Xi Research Society, Association for Environmental Health and Sciences. 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS

· WCSU and City of Danbury use biotechnology to clean up toxic waste; ‘Science at Night’ presentation, Western CT State University, October 6, 2004. 

· “The role of bacteria in phytoremediation of mercury at a brownfields site in Danbury, CT;” Wesleyan University; Middletown, CT; April 9, 2004.

· “The role of microbial communities in a phytoremediation pilot project in Danbury, Connecticut,” Connecticut State University System Faculty Research Conference, April 24, 2004.

· “Mercury and microbes in Danbury, CT,” Department of Biology, Central CT State University; October 18, 2002.

· “Microbial ecology of a mercury phytoremediation site,” Hartwick College, Oneanta, NY; April 19, 2002.

· “West Nile Virus – What’s the risk?” Danbury Hospital, Danbury, CT July 27, 2001; Trinity College, Hartford, CT, June 28, 2001; Sheldrake Environmental Center, May 31, 2001.

